
Finding Christ in the Tabernacle

ORGANIZE THYSELF
“As the Lord commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai.”
(Numbers 1:19) “And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew

them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.” 
(Exodus 18:20) 

Organizing Israel to Reflect
Heaven on Earth 
All things have their order, 1 Corinthians
14:40, 33. In preparing the children of
Israel to meet Him, the Lord reveals
shadows and mirrors of heavenly order,
Hebrews 8:5, through the Tabernacle
and the people themselves – “on earth
as it is in heaven”, Matt 6:10, teaching
His ways, Isaiah 55:8-9, and His holiness,
Leviticus 19:2. The Lord instructs His
covenant people in building holy places
that they should “organize yourselves,
and prepare every needful thing”, D&C
88:119, 109:8, in order to enter His
presence, Exodus 19:10-11. 

Once the children of Israel escaped

Egypt, they were organized into their
ancestral tribes, Numbers 1:1-2; 18-19.
Four key tribes, Reuben, Dan, Judah
and Ephraim were to represent the four
cardinal directions around the
Tabernacle – Judah on the east,
Numbers 2:3, Reuben on the south,
Numbers 2:10, Dan on the north,
Numbers 2:25, and Ephraim on the
west, Numbers 2:18; and thus
symbolically encompassing all the
world. The remaining tribes were
assigned to one of the cardinal tribes –
with Judah, Issachar and Zebulun,
Numbers 2:5-9; with Reuben, Simeon
and Gad, Numbers 2:12-14; with 



Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin,
Numbers 2:20-22; and with Dan, Asher
and Naphtali, Numbers 2:27-29. 

Since Joseph’s posterity received a
double portion of inheritance, Genesis
48:21-22, in replacing Reuben’s first-
born status by Jacob’s hands on
Ephraim and Manasseh’s heads,
Genesis 48:15-20, they were adopted
directly into Jacob’s immediate family
making them direct members of the
twelve tribes, Genesis 48:5. The tribe of
Levi later became the Lord’s own,
Numbers 3:12, through divine
substitution in place of the first born
which was traditionally the Lord’s,
Exodus 13:2, 12, due to their standing by
the Lord during the golden calf
incident, Exodus 32:26, 29. 

With the High Priest (and Urim and
Thummim stone under the Breastplate
of Judgment, Exodus 28:30)
representing his own tribe, Levi, and the
remaining twelve tribes symbolically
shown on his breastplate with the
twelve stones, Exodus 28:15-30,39:8-21,
all thirteen tribes were represented to
the children of Israel. 

According to Hebrew custom and
Biblical numerology, the number 12
symbolizes divine authority, perfect
government, and complete
organization. It represents a system or
group that is entirely established and
governed by God. 



The Host of Heaven as the Tribes
of Israel 

Since the Tabernacle represented the
heavenly temple on earth, the tribes
organization around the Tabernacle
and specifically the Mercy Seat, Exodus
25:22, of the Ark of the Covenant – God’s
presence – in the Holy of Holies, similar
to the Throne of God in heaven, may
have represented the hosts of heaven,
Revelation 5:11, 1 Nephi 1:8, circling the
Throne of God on earth. 

Though it is not mentioned in the Bible,
the Book of Mormon notes that all the
tent doors were facing the temple
when King Benjamin addressed the
Nephites, Mosiah 2:6, perhaps mirroring
a similar pattern they were familiar with
from the Tabernacle. 

The priestly tribe of Levi was to be
closest in surrounding the immediate
Tabernacle, Numbers 2:17, with its
subset clans – Gershon (west), Numbers
3:23, Kohath (south), Numbers 3:29,
Merari (north), Numbers 3:35, and Moses
and Aaron (east and specifically at the
entrance into the Tabernacle), Numbers
3:38 – representing the cardinal
directions on each side of the
Tabernacle. Their Tabernacle
assignments included: 

Gershon – maintain, transport (with
wagons/carts and oxen), set-up and
tear down curtains, coverings and
screens/veils, Numbers 3:25-26.  

Kohath – maintain and transport
(on their shoulders) the sacred
vessels including the Ark of the
Covenant, Table of Shewbread,
Menorah, Altar of Incense, Altar of
Sacrifice, Numbers 3:31. 

Merari – maintain, transport (with
wagons/carts and oxen), set-up and
tear down the structural
framework of the Tabernacle,
Numbers 3:36-37. 

Moses, Aaron and his sons presided
over all activities concerning the
Tabernacle, its maintenance and
administration, Numbers 3:38; 18:1-7.



In modeling the structure of Israel, the
Savior called and ordained twelve
apostles as well as seventy elders, Luke
10:1.. The Seventy elders were to assist
the Twelve in doing missionary work –
the gathering of Israel – to the world.
The Sanhedrin noted in the New
Testament also modeled this
organization (having 70 elders/judges)
and was considered the Rabbinical
high court for Israel. In Hebrew
customs and traditions, the number
70 symbolizes completeness, fullness,
and a comprehensive set or totality.

With Abraham being promised that
“All the families of the earth shall bless
themselves by you”, Genesis 18:18;
22:18, the Seventy were emblematic of
the divine council in which the earth’s
seventy nations were assigned to the
sons of God – “When the Most High
divided the gentiles [nations], when
He scattered the sons of Adam, He set
the boundaries of the gentiles
according to the number of the sons
of God,” (Dead Sea Scrolls and
confirmed in the Septuagint and
Samaritan translations) –
Deuteronomy 32:7-8, with Yahweh
assigned to Israel, Deuteronomy 32:9.
This suggests the world (gentile
nations) would be blessed by the
heavenly assembly/council of seventy.
Even today the Seventy priesthood
office is ordained to both bless and
testify of Christ to the world, D&C
107:25. 

Similar to the cherubim that
guarded the Tree of Life and
entrance into the east gate of the
Garden of Eden, Genesis 3:24, and
the four angels that guarded the
heavenly temple, Revelation 4:6-7,
the four cardinal, sub-tribes/families
of Levi, guarded the Tabernacle to
protect its sanctity and prevent
unauthorized access, Numbers 3:38,
2 Chronicles 23:19, allowing only
those who were worthy and
prepared, and provided the
appropriate information to enter,
Psalm 24:3-6, of walking uprightly,
working righteousness and
speaking the truth, Psalm 15:1-3,
Revelation 21:7. As a subset of the
tribal organization and application
of priestly power, the Lord called
seventy elders (six from each tribe
according to Jewish tradition) to
guide and judge Israel, as well as
assist Moses, Numbers 11:16-30. 

Once called, they were to stand
around the Tabernacle to allow the
“Spirit” to rest upon them, Numbers
11:25, suggesting their ordination
process. These seventy elders were
directed to climb partially up Mount
Sinai with Aaron and his sons to
worship the Lord, Exodus 24:1-2,
demonstrating a level of priesthood
authority. Perhaps there was a
symbolic connection when Jacob
and his posterity joined Joseph and
his family in Egypt. The scriptures
note there were seventy of them,
Genesis 46:27, Exodus 1:5,
Deuteronomy 10:22. 



Identitity of the Tribes
On a cosmic scale, the four angelic beasts or cherubim/angels, Revelation 4:7,
D&C 77:2, Ezekiel 1:10, that guarded God’s throne in the books of Revelation and
Ezekiel may have mirrored the four cardinal tribes’ (Reuben, Dan, Judah and
Ephraim) banners. 

The symbols (similar to the cherubim descriptions in Ezekiel and Revelation) of
the four cardinal tribes were of a man, eagle/serpent, lion, and ox, that emanated
out of their status with or blessings by Jacob and later Moses, Genesis 49:1-28,
48:15-20, Deuteronomy 33:1-29. 

LEVI
STONE: Emerald*

SYMBOL: The Urim and
Thummim or the

breastplate, Deuteronomy
33:8-10.

STONE: Ruby/Carnelian
SYMBOL: Mandrake flower
(which he brought to his

mother as a child) or a man
(due to being the firstborn),

Genesis 30:14, 49:3-4. 

RUBEN

STONE: Sapphire/Lapis
SYMBOL: A donkey or sun
and moon, Genesis 49:14-

15, 1Chronicles 12:33. 

ISSACHAR

STONE: Topaz/Peridot
SYMBOL: The city of
Shechem or a sword,

Genesis 34:25-26, 49:5. 

SIMEON

STONE:
Diamond/Pearl
SYMBOL: a ship,
Genesis 49:13. 

ZEBULUN

JUDAH
STONE:

Turquoise/Garnet
SYMBOL: A lion,

Genesis 49:9. 



EPHRAIM

*Based on Josephus and Jewish midrash (commentary) because the scriptures do not
specify a tribe with a stone – translation of the stones and their relative types/colors are
challenging based on the context of translation, Numbers 2:2. 

STONE:
Agate/Turquoise
SYMBOL: A deer,

Genesis 49:21. 

NAPHTALI

STONE: Jasper
SYMBOL: A wolf,
Genesis 49:27. 

BENJAMIN

STONE:
Beryl/Chrysolite

SYMBOL: An olive tree,
Genesis 49:20. 

ASHER

STONE: Amethyst
 SYMBOL: A troop or
tent, Genesis 49:19. 

GAD

STONE: Jacinth/Agate
SYMBOL: A snake or eagle,

Genesis 49:17.

DAN

STONE: Onyx
JOSEPH

SYMBOL: A young
bull or ox,

Deuteronomy
33:17.

MANASSEH
SYMBOL: A

unicorn or wild
ox, Deuteronomy

33:17. 



Name

Reuben

Simeon

Levi

Judah

Issachar 

Wordplay Meaning

“Look, a son”

“hearer”

“joined”

“He will praise”

“There is recompense” 

Mother’s Name

Leah

Leah

Leah

Leah

Leah 

Scripture

Genesis 29:32

Genesis 29:33

Genesis 29:34

Genesis 29:35

Genesis 30:18 

The naming of each son of Jacob was provided by the mother according to
Hebrew tradition, Genesis 4:25, which began with Eve, symbolizing the mother’s
role in defining the child’s identity based on birth circumstances. Wordplay was
often incorporated into the naming process. With the twelve sons of Jacob, due
to Joseph receiving the birthright (multi-colored coat) and lost and then found
was given a double portion of blessing and honor within the tribes of Israel by
having his sons, Ephraim and Manasseh grafted into the immediate family of
Jacob . 

Zebulun

Dan

Gad

Asher

Naphtali

*Joseph

Ephraim

Manasseh

Benjamin 

“To exalt, honor”

“judge”

“troop”

“happy, blessed”

“my wrestling”

“he will add”

“doubly fruitful”

“who makes forget”

“son of my right hand” 

Leah

Bilhah

Zilpah

Zilpah

Bilhah

Rachel

Asenath

Asenath

Rachel 

Genesis 30:20

Genesis 30:5-6

Genesis 30:5-6

Genesis 30:12-13

Genesis 30:7-8

Genesis 30:23-24

Genesis 41:52

Genesis 30:51-52

Genesis 35:18 



Numbers 24:17, Matthew 2:2.
Subsequently, the twelve star
constellations that the sun followed in
its twelve-month trajectory may
symbolically represent the twelve tribes
of Israel and their course leading to God
in the heavens according to Hebrew
tradition. 

According to Jewish tradition (Jewish
midrashim – commentaries), each
tribe’s banner/flag (standard) color
corresponded with their respective
gemstone on the High Priest’s
breastplate, Exodus 28:15-20, in
addition to their tribal symbol. 

With the “heavens declaring the glory
of God”, Psalm 19:1, as well as the
creation defining the times and
seasons in the creation, Genesis 1:14,
Abraham learned the importance of
the stars and their constellations,
Abraham 3:2-10. Joseph’s dream of his
brothers bowing down to him was in
the form of the sun, moon and eleven
stars, Genesis 37:9. Stars were
symbolic of the sons/angels of God,
Job 38:7, Isaiah 14:12-14, Revelation
1:20, Judges 5:20. Even a great star
was used to identify Christ at his birth, 

“We are also children of the covenant. We have received, as
did they of old, the holy priesthood and the everlasting gospel.
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are our ancestors. We are of Israel.
We have the right to receive the gospel, blessings of the
priesthood, and eternal life. Nations of the earth will be
blessed by our efforts and by the labors of our posterity. The
literal seed of Abraham and those who are gathered into his
family by adoption receive these promised blessings—
predicated upon acceptance of the Lord and obedience to his
commandments.” (President Russell M. Nelson, April 1995
General Conference) 

The Gathering of Israel in the
Latter Days 
Symbolically, the tribes’ configuration
around the Tabernacle signaled the
divine center or gateway to God’s
presence. Similar to the tribes’
representation under baptismal fonts as
the twelve oxen in temples today, they
symbolically provide support/direction
or passage for our deceased ancestors –
the gathering of Israel – to return to our 



Father in Heaven through His Son, Jesus
Christ, via the instrument of vicarious
baptism, D&C 110:11-12, 128:15-18. 

It is interesting to note the twelve tribal
oxen supporting modern-day temple
baptismal fonts are missing a tribe
given there were thirteen due to Joseph
receiving a double portion through his
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh,
Genesis 48:21-22. The missing tribe is
Levi, who similarly to the Tabernacle
encampment configuration was closest
to the center. Today, Levi is represented
by Aaronic Priesthood holders in the
temple font itself, administering the
ordinance of baptism for the dead. 

Similar to the blessings given to each
son of Jacob to form and guide the
thirteen tribes of Israel and later by
Moses, Patriarchal Blessings today are
offered by Melchizedek High Priests
ordained to the office of Patriarch, D&C
124:91-93 – modeling the ancient
patriarchs, D&C 107:39-42 – for those
seeking the “blessings of the fathers”,
Abraham 1:2, to understand they belong
to Heavenly Father and through His
Son, Jesus Christ, are claimed through
the covenant, Galatians 3:8-9, 29. They
learn who they are, sons and daughters
of God, Moses 1:13. They also learn which
of the tribes they are adopted into to
further cement their link to the
Abrahamic Covenant with their
individual as well as tribal blessings,
opportunities and responsibilities as
children of the covenant. This is the 



Summary 

cosmic, covenantal effect of applying the tribal gathering of Israel in returning
God’s children to Him. 

Similar to the Tabernacle, the organization of the children of Israel mirrored
heavenly order and sanctification. It taught the children of Israel who they were
as the covenant children of God and how they are the “jewels” of the universe in
serving all mankind in returning all to God. It symbolizes the power of holy
worship and gives us greater understanding of the visions and symbolism of later
prophets’ and apostles’ teachings in revealing the hosts of heaven, the throne of
God, and the gathering of Israel in the past, present and future. 

“...the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses appeared before
us, and committed unto us the keys of the gathering of Israel from the
four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land

of the north.” (D&C 110:11) 
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	THE PROMISE
	“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my   covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.”  (Exodus 19:5-6, also see Psalms 135:4, 1Peteter 2:9)
	The Abrahamic Covenant through the Priesthood

	Israel’s Rejection (Provocation) of Entering God’s Presence
	Did you know that God gave two separate laws or covenants to the children of Israel? Why did they accept the latter one rather than the first one?

	Establishment of the Aaronic/Levitical Priesthood
	Consecrating and Sanctifying Aaron and His Sons to be Priesthood Holders
	I WILL ALSO CLOTHE HER (ZION'S) PRIESTS WITH SALVATION: AND HER SAINTS SHALL SHOUT ALOUD FOR JOY. (PSALMS 132:16)
	Priestly Robes and Vestments of the High Priest
	HEADPLATE or gold band is secured over the front of the Mitre on the High Priest’s forehead and tied around the head with blue ribbons. The band was engraved with, “Holy to Yahweh”, Exodus 28:36-38, symbolizing the High Priest acting in the Lord’s stead and the power of His name, John 14:13-14, 1 Corinthians 6:11.
	EPHOD or apron made of blue, purple, scarlet and fine white linen – representing (blue) heaven, (purple) royalty, (gold) divinity, (white) purity, and (scarlet) blood sacrifice – tied behind the priest's waist included straps that went to the top of the High Priest’s shoulders from the back and connected to the breast plate on his chest. Each strap included an onyx stone with six of the tribes of Israel’s names engraved on each one to remind the priest of whom he carries on his shoulders, Exodus 28:6-10.
	MITRE (CAP) to cover the High Priest’s head, Exodus 28:39-40, was to symbolically remove from God’s abode the priest’s own pride and any wrongdoing connected with Israel’s offering while suggesting great humility.
	ROBE made of blue that tied at the top and hung over the shoulders of the High Priest, front and back, while being open on the sides had 36 fabric-made pomegranates (blue, purple, and scarlet) sewn into the base skirt area on each panel with 36 golden bells also sewn in between the pomegranates, Exodus 28:31-35. The bells signaled the High Priest’s movements to avoid divine judgment and alerted the people of his survival in the Holy of Holies, while pomegranates represented righteousness, fruitfulness, and the blessings of the Promised Land.
	BREASTPLATE of judgment was made of gold, with blue, purple, scarlet and linen. It had 12 stones in four rows of three, each engraved with the name of a tribe of Israel, starting with Reuben on the first row and ending with Benjamin on the last row. Each stone was considered a precious stone from topaz to sapphire. The plate fabric folded in half allowing the twelve stones to be on the front, Exodus 28:15-21.
	SASH (girdle belt) reflected in the same colors of the Ephod and was put on Aaron by Moses as he dressed him in the Golden Garments of the priesthood, Leviticus 8:7. It symbolized the need for purity and strength, representing the mediator's commitment between God and the people.
	URIM AND THUMIN stones, representative of the tribe of Levi, were tucked between the two halves behind the front side with 12 stones. In addition to linking to the Ephod straps at the top of the priest’s shoulders, ribbons on either side of the middle of the unfolded breastplate attached to the Ephod to ensure the plate was securely kept against the priest’s chest. It was symbolic of the twelve tribes being kept close to the priest’s heart with the Urim and Thummin to be on Aaron’s heart to bear judgment of Israel before the Lord, Exodus 28:22-30.
	The Vicarious or Intermediary Role of the High Priest
	Because of Abraham's covenant with God, the children of Israel were rescued and given the opportunity to be with Him – in His presence. Unfortunately, Israel was unwilling to accept the Lord’s higher covenant and received the lesser or Mosaic covenant and the Aaronic or Levitical Priesthood that would be intermediary with the Lord. Preparing Aaron and his sons, as well as male Levites, for the priesthood required extensive consecration and sanctification rites that made them holy, and a type for the Savior. The Mosaic law was a schoolmaster, Galatians 3:24, that prepared the children of Israel to receive the Messiah and ultimately his higher covenant.
	Finding Christ in the Tabernacle

	ORGANIZE THYSELF
	“As the Lord commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai.” (Numbers 1:19) “And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do.”  (Exodus 18:20)
	Organizing Israel to Reflect Heaven on Earth

	Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin, Numbers 2:20-22; and with Dan, Asher and Naphtali, Numbers 2:27-29.
	Since Joseph’s posterity received a double portion of inheritance, Genesis 48:21-22, in replacing Reuben’s first-born status by Jacob’s hands on Ephraim and Manasseh’s heads, Genesis 48:15-20, they were adopted directly into Jacob’s immediate family making them direct members of the twelve tribes, Genesis 48:5. The tribe of Levi later became the Lord’s own, Numbers 3:12, through divine substitution in place of the first born which was traditionally the Lord’s, Exodus 13:2, 12, due to their standing by the Lord during the golden calf incident, Exodus 32:26, 29.
	With the High Priest (and Urim and Thummim stone under the Breastplate  of Judgment, Exodus 28:30) representing his own tribe, Levi, and the remaining twelve tribes symbolically shown on his breastplate with the twelve stones, Exodus 28:15-30,39:8-21, all thirteen tribes were represented to the children of Israel.
	According to Hebrew custom and Biblical numerology, the number 12 symbolizes divine authority, perfect government, and complete organization. It represents a system or group that is entirely established and governed by God.
	The Host of Heaven as the Tribes of Israel
	Similar to the cherubim that guarded the Tree of Life and entrance into the east gate of the Garden of Eden, Genesis 3:24, and the four angels that guarded the heavenly temple, Revelation 4:6-7, the four cardinal, sub-tribes/families of Levi, guarded the Tabernacle to protect its sanctity and prevent unauthorized access, Numbers 3:38, 2 Chronicles 23:19, allowing only those who were worthy and prepared, and provided the appropriate information to enter, Psalm 24:3-6, of walking uprightly, working righteousness and speaking the truth, Psalm 15:1-3, Revelation 21:7. As a subset of the tribal organization and application of priestly power, the Lord called seventy elders (six from each tribe according to Jewish tradition) to guide and judge Israel, as well as assist Moses, Numbers 11:16-30.
	Once called, they were to stand around the Tabernacle to allow the “Spirit” to rest upon them, Numbers 11:25, suggesting their ordination process. These seventy elders were directed to climb partially up Mount Sinai with Aaron and his sons to worship the Lord, Exodus 24:1-2, demonstrating a level of priesthood authority. Perhaps there was a symbolic connection when Jacob and his posterity joined Joseph and his family in Egypt. The scriptures note there were seventy of them, Genesis 46:27, Exodus 1:5, Deuteronomy 10:22.
	In modeling the structure of Israel, the Savior called and ordained twelve apostles as well as seventy elders, Luke 10:1.. The Seventy elders were to assist the Twelve in doing missionary work – the gathering of Israel – to the world. The Sanhedrin noted in the New Testament also modeled this organization (having 70 elders/judges) and was considered the Rabbinical high court for Israel. In Hebrew customs and traditions, the number 70 symbolizes completeness, fullness, and a comprehensive set or totality.
	With Abraham being promised that “All the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you”, Genesis 18:18; 22:18, the Seventy were emblematic of the divine council in which the earth’s seventy nations were assigned to the sons of God – “When the Most High divided the gentiles [nations], when He scattered the sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the gentiles according to the number of the sons of God,” (Dead Sea Scrolls and confirmed in the Septuagint and Samaritan translations) – Deuteronomy 32:7-8, with Yahweh assigned to Israel, Deuteronomy 32:9. This suggests the world (gentile nations) would be blessed by the heavenly assembly/council of seventy. Even today the Seventy priesthood office is ordained to both bless and testify of Christ to the world, D&C 107:25.
	Identitity of the Tribes
	LEVI
	SIMEON
	RUBEN
	ZEBULUN
	ISSACHAR
	JUDAH

	GAD
	ASHER
	DAN
	NAPHTALI
	JOSEPH
	BENJAMIN
	EPHRAIM
	MANASSEH

	The naming of each son of Jacob was provided by the mother according to Hebrew tradition, Genesis 4:25, which began with Eve, symbolizing the mother’s role in defining the child’s identity based on birth circumstances. Wordplay was often incorporated into the naming process. With the twelve sons of Jacob, due to Joseph receiving the birthright (multi-colored coat) and lost and then found was given a double portion of blessing and honor within the tribes of Israel by having his sons, Ephraim and Manasseh grafted into the immediate family of Jacob .
	Name Reuben Simeon Levi Judah Issachar
	Wordplay Meaning “Look, a son” “hearer” “joined” “He will praise” “There is recompense”
	Mother’s Name Leah Leah Leah Leah Leah
	Scripture Genesis 29:32 Genesis 29:33 Genesis 29:34 Genesis 29:35 Genesis 30:18
	Zebulun Dan Gad Asher Naphtali *Joseph Ephraim Manasseh Benjamin
	“To exalt, honor” “judge” “troop” “happy, blessed” “my wrestling” “he will add” “doubly fruitful” “who makes forget” “son of my right hand”
	Leah Bilhah Zilpah Zilpah Bilhah Rachel Asenath Asenath Rachel
	Genesis 30:20 Genesis 30:5-6 Genesis 30:5-6 Genesis 30:12-13 Genesis 30:7-8 Genesis 30:23-24 Genesis 41:52 Genesis 30:51-52 Genesis 35:18
	The Gathering of Israel in the Latter Days
	“We are also children of the covenant. We have received, as did they of old, the holy priesthood and the everlasting gospel. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are our ancestors. We are of Israel. We have the right to receive the gospel, blessings of the priesthood, and eternal life. Nations of the earth will be blessed by our efforts and by the labors of our posterity. The literal seed of Abraham and those who are gathered into his family by adoption receive these promised blessings—predicated upon acceptance of the Lord and obedience to his commandments.” (President Russell M. Nelson, April 1995 General Conference)

	Father in Heaven through His Son, Jesus Christ, via the instrument of vicarious baptism, D&C 110:11-12, 128:15-18.
	It is interesting to note the twelve tribal oxen supporting modern-day temple baptismal fonts are missing a tribe given there were thirteen due to Joseph receiving a double portion through his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, Genesis 48:21-22. The missing tribe is Levi, who similarly to the Tabernacle encampment configuration was closest to the center. Today, Levi is represented by Aaronic Priesthood holders in the temple font itself, administering the ordinance of baptism for the dead.
	Similar to the blessings given to each son of Jacob to form and guide the thirteen tribes of Israel and later by Moses, Patriarchal Blessings today are offered by Melchizedek High Priests ordained to the office of Patriarch, D&C 124:91-93 – modeling the ancient patriarchs, D&C 107:39-42 – for those seeking the “blessings of the fathers”, Abraham 1:2, to understand they belong to Heavenly Father and through His Son, Jesus Christ, are claimed through the covenant, Galatians 3:8-9, 29. They learn who they are, sons and daughters of God, Moses 1:13. They also learn which of the tribes they are adopted into to further cement their link to the Abrahamic Covenant with their individual as well as tribal blessings, opportunities and responsibilities as children of the covenant. This is the
	Summary
	“...the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses appeared before us, and committed unto us the keys of the gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north.” (D&C 110:11)
	Finding Christ in the Tabernacle

	THE LORD’S SANCTUARY
	“And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.” (Exodus 25:8, also see Leviticus 26:11-12)
	The Divine Pattern of the Tabernacle

	The Tabernacle perimeter courtyard was 50 cubits (75 ft) by 100 cubits (150 ft), Exodus 27:9-19.
	It had sixty wooden pillars–emblematic of each person becoming a pillar in the temple, Revelation 3:12 – in between the fine-twined linen screens, Exodus 27:9-17, topped with silver capitals, hooks and rods that connected each pillar to the next one and hung each screen, Exodus 27:17. The height of the perimeter screens was five cubits (7.5 ft), Exodus 27:18. Ropes were tied to the silver hooks on the pillars and then anchored to the ground with bronze stakes, Exodus 27:19, to stabilize the perimeter wall. Bronze was associated with the bottom level of the courtyard pillars and silver with the top level. The bronze stakes symbolized stability and anchoring, Isaiah 33:20, 54:2, and referenced the promise of the Messiah, Ezra 9:8-9, and the fastening of Him in the sure place, Isaiah 22:23.
	According to Jewish tradition, the gate to enter the Tabernacle courtyard was offset by 10 cubits (15 ft) from the surrounding perimeter screen-wall. It was 5x20 cubits (7.5x30 ft) high and wide, Exodus 38:18, with four pillars supporting it with three curtain/screen sections, Exodus 27:14-16, perhaps symbolizing the three qualifications of entry – walking uprightly, working righteousness and speaking the truth, Psalm 15:1-3. The gate was embroidered linen that featured the same colors (blue, purple, scarlet and white),
	Exodus 38:18, as the door to the Holy Place with lion cherubim symbolically guarding the entrance. The gate may be a shadow to the verse, “The keeper of the gate is the Holy One of Israel; and he employeth no servant there; and there is none other way save it be by the gate; for he cannot be deceived, for the Lord God is his name”, 2 Nephi 9:41.
	The courtyard area was divided geometrically into two perfect squares with the Altar of Sacrifice centered in the eastern square (near the entry gate) and the Ark of the Covenant centered in the western square which contained the Tabernacle. The symbolism could be multi-layered, highlighted with the sacrifice (of a broken heart and a contrite spirit, Psalms 51:17, 2 Nephi 2:6-7, D&C 59:8) preceding the merciful judgment and acceptance, 2 Nephi 2:10, by the Lord on the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant as one enters His presence.
	The Instruments and Vessels leading Up to the Tabernacle Holy Place
	Burnt Offering – was a voluntary, male animal without blemish (or bird) completely consumed by fire, Leviticus 1:1-17.
	Meal/Grain Offering – included flour, oil, cakes, harvest firstfruits, grain, wine and frankincense with a portion burned on the altar and the remaining given to the priests as a meal, Leviticus 2:1-16.
	Peace/Fellowship Offering – a voluntary animal sacrifice focusing on fellowship, thanksgiving, or a vow, where part is eaten by the priests and the worshippers, Leviticus 7:11-34, 3:1-17.
	Sin Offering – a mandatory offering for unintentional sins (omission) to cleanse the individual or community, with the blood applied to the altar’s horns, Leviticus 4:1-8, 6:24-30 .
	Guilt/Trespass Offering – a mandatory offering (often a ram) for sins requiring restitution or reparation for violating rights, often involving payment of damages, Leviticus 6:1-7, 7:1-5.
	The fire burning upon the Altar of Sacrifice was initially kindled by God Himself, Leviticus 9:24, 2 Chronicles 7:1-3, and due to its holy nature, the heavenly fire was kept burning perpetually, Leviticus 6:12-13. It symbolized the Savior's eternal sacrifice, Hebrews 10:12, 7:25, that impacts all mankind forever. It may also foreshadow the bestowal of the Holy Ghost as the fire that dwells within the faithful, Acts 2:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:19, which should never be quenched.
	In addition to various instruments used in preparing, cleaning and maintaining the fire on the Altar of Sacrifice, special censers (large bowl-type containers/pans that could be covered and carried with either handles or short chains by the priests) were made of bronze and gold when transferring hot coals to and from the altar, Numbers  16:36-37. The gold censer was used only on the Day of Atonement when the High Priest brought hot coals from the Altar of Sacrifice to burn on the Altar of Incense in the Holy Place, Hebrews 9:4, 1 Kings 7:50.
	The bronze laver was a water basin and base created from the bronze mirrors offered by the women who ministered at the gate of the Tabernacle, Exodus 38:8. It held consecrated water used to wash priests’ feet and hands in purifying them before conducting a sacrifice at the Altar of Sacrifice or entering the Tabernacle Holy Place, Exodus 30:19-21. Due to its reflective qualities in both water and the bronze metal, it would give priests an opportunity to see and assess their worthiness to minister in the Tabernacle ordinances, Psalms 26:6, 73:13, because only those with “clean
	hands and a pure heart” could enter, Psalms 24:3-4. Dimensions of the Laver are not found in the scriptures. It was placed between the Altar of Sacrifice and the door of the Tabernacle Holy Place, Exodus 30:18, 40:7, 40:30.
	Bronze (an interchangeable term with brass), silver and gold were plated on various instruments, structure and vessels of the Tabernacle symbolizing a progression from judgment, strength and cleansing (bronze in the courtyard and anchoring of the perimeter) to atonement and redemption (silver forming the pillar sockets, hooks and rails) to divine holiness (gold on all vessels inside the Holy and Holy of Holies areas).
	Preparing For God’s Presence By First Entering The Holy Place
	The coverings over the Tabernacle were comprised of four types, Exodus 26:1-19, each with its own symbolism and practical application:
	Outer Covering – badger or seal skins (sometimes referred to as porpoise skins), Exodus 26:19, were sewn together to provide durable protection from the elements on the roof of the Tabernacle. The fleshy type of covering reminds us of the Lord taking upon himself a tabernacle of flesh and blood, John 1:14. Due to the covering being relatively plain compared to the rest of the Tabernacle, it is emblematic of the Savior’s description in Isaiah 53:1-3, of “no form or comeliness…no beauty that we should desire him”.
	Third Covering – rams’ skins dyed red, Exodus 36:19, covered the entire structure of the Tabernacle, except the entrance. It signaled a special, sacred structure. The ram symbolized substitution and sacrifice as amplified with the story of Abraham and Isaac, Genesis 22:1-14. The red covering reminds one of the Savior’s blood sacrifice – atonement – that covers and cleanses all of the sins of those who  wish to enter the presence of God, D&C 19:18, John 1:7, Hebrews 9:22, 1 Peter 1:18- 19, Revelation 7:14.
	Second Covering – black or dark goat hair, Exodus 36:7-13, covered the inner, embroidered linen covering. While the dyed red ram’s skin covering and the dark goat hair may have symbolized the  two goats on the Day of Atonement – one was sacrificed with his blood to make atonement for Israel and the other
	(scapegoat) had the sins of Israel placed         on it and then sent into the wilderness,        Leviticus 16:15-22. The dark covering also         kept the outside light out and allowed        only the inside light of the Menorah to fill         the sacred space.
	Inner Covering – was made of fine linen embroidered with cherubims using the sacred colors of blue, purple, scarlet and white, Exodus 26:1-6, symbolizing heaven, royalty, blood sacrifice/atonement and righteousness or purity. With the cherubims on the walls, ceiling and entrance, the priests understood they had entered sacred space modeling heaven. Even the golden clasps connecting all the inner covering appeared as stars in the sky when the light of the Menorah shone upon them inside the Tabernacle.
	Door – unlike the Tabernacle courtyard gate, the entryway to the Holy Place was designed and designated as a “door”, Exodus 26:36-37, 36:37-38. The curtain door hung from a gold pole secured at  the top of the entrance, Exodus 26:36-37. It reflected the embroidered cherubim who symbolically guarded entrance into the Holy Place (as well as the Holy of Holies). The significance of the “door” to the Tabernacle Holy Place is amplified when Christ declared, “I am the door, by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved”, John 10:9.
	The Menorah or Candlestick/ Lampstand was made of pure gold, Exodus 25:31, 37:17. Though scripture does not detail its measurements, it has been estimated from ancient iconographical evidence and Jewish traditions that the lampstand was approximately up to 42 inches wide and 60 inches high. It consisted of a hollow central shaft with three hollow branches extending out of each side Exodus 25:32, 37:18. The stem and branches were decorated with almond-shaped buds which the branches extended out of, crown-shaped disks, and blossoming flowers, Exodus 37:17-24, 25:31-40. Many have felt it represented the Tree of Life given the flowers and buds design, and particularly when later renditions of it included a three-pronged or tripedal base suggesting a pattern of roots.
	The Menorah had seven lamps that sat atop the branches and stem, Exodus 25:37, 37:23. They were filled with pure olive oil and kept lit perpetually, Leviticus 24:2, modeling the burning bush which Moses experienced on the top of Mount Horeb (referred to as Sinai), Exodus 3:2-5. It was along the south wall, Exodus 26:35, 40:24, and set across from the Shewbread Table, bringing to mind, “Come unto me and ye shall partake of the fruit of the Tree of Life; yea, ye shall eat and drink of the bread and the waters of life freely”, Alma 5:34. It also is emblematic of the Savior teaching he was the life and “light of the world”, John 1:4:4-5, 8:12, 9:5.
	The tree of life and its fruit visioned by Nephi and Lehi was identified as the “love of God, [that] sheddeth itself abroad in the hearts of the children of men”, 1 Nephi 11:21-23.
	The Table of Shewbread, stationed along the north wall of the Tabernacle Holy Place, Exodus 26:35, 40:22, was made of acacia wood and overlaid with  gold, Exodus 25:24, 30. It was two cubits long (3 ft), a cubit wide (18 inches), and a cubit and one half (26 inches) high, Exodus 25:23. It had an ornate crown molding around its top with four rings attached to the four corners above the legs on each length side, which had gold poles put through them for carrying purposes, Exodus 25:25-29. The Lord directed that two gold shelving structures be made that held six (unleavened) loaves of shewbread each – totaling twelve – be placed on the table, Leviticus, 24:6. The Shewbread was referred to as the “bread of the presence” (the bread that sits in the presence of Jehovah). It was the only offering in the Tabernacle that pertained to “an everlasting covenant”, Leviticus 24:8. As the priests would
	gather in the Holy Place on Shabbat (Sabbath), they would eat the covenantal shewbread that was set on the golden table, Leviticus 24:8-9, and presumably (though Leviticus 10:9 forbids the priests from drinking wine, it may not pertain to the Sabbath covenantal ordinance) drink the consecrated wine offering from the gold utensils sitting on the table, Exodus 25:29-30 (refer to the NIV translation). This may be further illuminated by the Seventy elders eating and drinking a covenantal meal before the Lord, Exodus 24:9-11 (see New Living Translation). It is also reflective of Abraham covenantally , eating bread and drinking wine offered by Melchizedek, Genesis 14:18. These ordinances foreshadowed the Savior when he said, he was the “bread of life” in reference to the Manna from heaven John 6:31-35, and the “true vine” from which comes the sacramental wine, John 15:1-6.
	The Altar of Incense or Golden Altar was made out of acacia wood and gold plated, Exodus 30:3. It was one cubit square (18 inches square) and two cubits high (3 ft), Exodus 30:2. Similar to the Altar of Sacrifice, it featured protruding horns from each corner on the surface of the altar, Exodus 30:3, to symbolize the strength and power of God. While an ornate gold crown was placed around the top of the altar, two sets of gold rings were placed on two sides of the altar to allow gold poles/staves to be inserted for its transportation, Exodus 30:4-5. The incense burned on the altar was a special mixture of stacte (resin from the Storax tree), onycha (derived from mollusk shells), galbanum (Syrian Fennel root) and pure frankincense (from the Salai tree), 30:34-36. It was burned on the altar in front of the veil to the Holy of Holies, Exodus 30:6.
	The incense was lit every morning and evening, Exodus 30:7-8, 37:29, for a constant fragrance and light smoke, symbolizing the prayers of all the
	righteous ascending to heaven and being present in the Tabernacle at the veil, Psalm 141:1-2, Revelation 8:3-4. The High Priest would also raise his hands while praying before the veil, Psalm 134:1-2, 143:5-6, pleading for the Lord to hear the words of his mouth, Deuteronomy 32:1, Psalm 28:2.
	For anointing and consecration, a special mixture was put into the anointing oil for the priests and the holy vessels in the Tabernacle, Exodus 30:26-33. It included myrrh, cinnamon,  calamus and cassia, Exodus 30:22-33. It was often referred to as perfume, Exodus 30:37-38, signaling all to smell the sweet fragrance of the priesthood on the priests as Jehovah’s authorized representatives.
	Entering The Lord’s Presence
	2 Nephi 9:14, Revelation 19:8, 2 Nephi 4:33. To enter the Father’s presence, there is no other way but through the Savior, Mosiah 3:17.
	The Ark of the Covenant was the only vessel placed in the cubical Holy of Holies. It was centered in the middle of the space. This sacred chest was two cubits and a half long, a cubit and a half wide and a cubit and a half high (44 inches long, 26 inches wide and 26  inches high), Exodus 25:10. It was made of acacia wood and covered with pure gold on the outside and inside with similar decorative molding found on the Shewbread Table and Altar of Incense, Exodus 25:11. Gold rings were put on its corners with gold-plated poles inserted and left on, Exodus 25:12-15.
	The golden cover of the Ark had two cherubim figures hammered out of gold sheets that were attached from each end of the cover or Mercy Seat, Exodus 25:17-19. While facing
	each other, the cherubim wings stretched in front of them, nearly to each other, in covering the Mercy Seat, Exodus 25:20. Placed inside the Ark were the stone tablets of the “testimony” that Moses brought down from Mount Sinai, Exodus 24:12, 25:16, 31:18, Aaron’s Rod, and a Golden Pot of Manna, Hebrews 9:4.
	A golden censer with hot coals burning incense was brought into the Holy of Holies by the High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement, Leviticus 16:12-13, to allow the sweet fragrance of incense and smoke to fill the room, symbolizing the prayers of the righteous had entered the presence of God as well as cloaking His presence to protect the High Priest.
	As symbolic guardians of the most sacred – the Holy of Holies, Mercy Seat or Throne of  God, The Ark of the Covenant and the contents contained inside it – the cherubim wings served as the seating throne of God with the container lid below it becoming the throne’s footstool. The wings symbolized power, action and protection, D&C 77:4, 2 Samuel 22:11, while covering the Ark’s lid, which is often translated as the “Place of Atonement” where the sacrificial blood of atonement was sprinkled, Leviticus 16:14. It was a foreshadowing of the Messiah’s ultimate sacrifice and atonement, John 1:29.
	The sacred vessels or artifacts that were inside the Ark were reminders of God’s love and mercy:
	The Stone Tablets of the Testimony (Ten Commandments) represented the covenants, commandments and promises the Lord made with Israel. Some verses in the Hebrew Bible are contradictory as to whether it was the first set of tablets written by the finger of God, Exodus 31:18, and broken by Moses due to the golden calf incident, Exodus 32:19, or the second set, written by Moses as God dictated to him, Exodus 34:27-28 or both (second set and broken fragments of the first set), according to Jewish tradition (Talmud, Bava Batra 14b), that were stored in the Ark. It is also unclear as to whether God wrote the second set of commandments, Exodus 34:1, Deuteronomy 10:1-4, or dictated them to Moses for him to write, Exodus 34:27-28,. However, it is clear that at least one set of tablets were stored in the Ark, symbolizing the sacred nature of the covenant/testimony that God established with Israel. The Savior is the mediator and fulfillment of the divine covenant, Hebrews 12:24, 3 Nephi 15:4-5.
	Aaron’s Rod was the same one used to demonstrate God’s power over the Egyptians, Exodus 7:10-12, as well as to distinguish the tribe of Levi’s right to the priesthood when the Lord caused it to blossom, Numbers 17:8. Aaron’s Rod was a type of Christ
	in being the true rod, Isaiah 11:1, with divine priesthood authority, Hebrew 5:4-5, 6:20, 7:3, and the power of the resurrection and eternal life, John 11:25-26.
	The Golden Bowl of Manna contained approximately an omer (2-2.5 quarts) of manna, Exodus 16:33-34, representative of the miraculous daily provision of food for the Israelites, estimated to be over two million people, during their 40-years journey in the wilderness. The Israelites did not know what it was when the manna was given to them, Exodus 16:15, and gave it its name which means, “what is it?” It was considered the bread of life made of coriander seed, Exodus 16:31, Numbers 11:7-8, given that it saved and nourished the children of Israel in the wilderness, Exodus 16:14-26.  It was also referred to as the bread of angels, Psalms 78:24-25. It was a symbol of God’s covenant to protect and provide for his covenant people. Christ declared that he was the “bread of life” and the “true bread from heaven”, John 6:32-35, noting that he is the “living bread” and “if any man eat of this bread…[he] shall live forever”, John 6:51. Manna was compared to the sacramental bread that each faithful believer must partake of to be part of the Savior, John 6:56-57.
	Summary
	“…Who will ascend into the mountain of Yahweh? And who will rise up in his holy place? He whose palms are innocent, and whose heart is pure, who has not sworn what is false. He will lift up a blessing from Yahweh. And righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the circle of them that inquire of him, that seek the face of the God of Jacob, Selah.“ (Ps 24, Don Parry translation, BYU Studies, 32, no 4, p 58-9)
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